Story of Ying Ying                      77
two coils and she had on no make-up except for a little black
that joined her two eyebrows and a slight touch of rouge on her
cheeks. But her features and complexion were extraordinarily beau-
tiful and shone with dazzling brilliance. Chang was amazed. After
salutations were over, she sat down by her mother with the injured
air of one who has been forced to do something that she did not
wish to do. She stared before her as if unable to endure the ordeal.
When Chang asked her age, Cheng answered, "She was born in
the seventh month of the chia-tzu year 4 of the present cycle. As
this is the keng-ch'en year,5 she is now seventeen."
Chang tried to draw her into conversation but she would not
answer. Soon the banquet was over and Chang took his leave. From
that time on Chang fell completely under her spell. He wanted
very much to convey to her an expression of his love, but had no
way of doing so.
Ying Ying6 had a maid named Hungniang, whom Chang had
encountered and greeted several times. One day he took advantage
of one of these chance meetings and told her of what was in his
heart. The maid was startled as he had expected, and ran away in
panic. Chang repented his rashness, so that when he saw the maid
the following day he apologized for his conduct and said no more
of what he had in mind.
But the maid broached the subject herself, saying, "I dare not
convey to my mistress what you told me yesterday, or even hint at
it. But you know many relatives of the Tsui family; why don't
you send a formal proposal for marriage? You stand an excellent
chance of success because of the recent favor that you have done
the family."
"I have been of a fastidious nature from childhood," Chang
answered, "and have never allowed my glance to dwell on any
women that I have met since my youth. I little thought that I
4 The first year of the cycle.
5 The seventeenth year. In China age is reckoned by the "calendar year,*' that
is, one is "one year'* old on the day of his birth and "two years" old on his first
new year's day (though in reality he may be only two days old if he is born on
the last day of the old year).
6 In the original the name is not introduced until the last paragraph.